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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wu 
(U.S.6,709134)B2. 

Regarding claim 1, Wu ('134) discloses a shade (lines 49-52), a first ring (13, in fig, 2) fixed on 
a first end of the sha,de as shown in (fig. 2); a second ring fixed (21, in fig. 2) on a second end of the 
shade; and a support structure or shade fabric (4, in fig. 2) mounted in the shade and located 
between the first ring (1) and the second ring (2) for supporting the shade, wherein the support 
structure includes a main firame (3) mounted between the first ring and the second ring to stretch the 
shade, and a support portion mounted on the main frame. 

Regarding claim 2, the main frame (3, in fig. 4) is substantially inverted U-shaped. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all • 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 4-5, 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wu (6,709,134) in view of Lee (U.S.6,869,207) B2. 

Wu ('134) discloses the claimed invention except for locking sockets and support bars. 
However Lee (*207) discloses a lampshade having: 

Regarding claim 4, the second ring (11, in fig. 2) has a periphery formed with a plurality of 
locking lugs analogous locking sockets (12, in fig, 2), and the main frame has a second portion 
formed with two locking ends each locked in either one of the locking sockets of the second ring. 
20 Regarding claim 5 as shown in (fig. 2), the support structure further includes a plurality of 
support bars (2) mounted between the first ring (10) and the second ring (11). 

Regarding claim 7 as shown in (fig. 6), the support portion has a periphery formed with 
a plurality of locking holes or slots (120), and each of the support bars (2) has a first 
end formed with an insert inserted into a respective one of the locking holes of the 
support portion. 

Regarding claim 8 as shown in (fig. 7), each of the support bars (2) is substantially 
inverted L-shaped. 

Regarding claim 9 as shown in (fig. 6), the second ring (11) has a periphery formed 
with a plurality of locking sockets or lugs (12), and each of the support bars (2) has a 
second end formed with a locking end (20) locked in a respective one of the locking 
sockets of the second ring (11). 

Regarding claim 10, the support portion is ring-shaped and is mounted on the main 
frame by soldering well known in the art. 
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Regarding claim 11, the support structure is foldable (col. 2, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 12, the shade is made of flexible material (col. 2, lines 50-51). 

In regards to claims 4 and 5, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the lampshade structure of Wu, to 
include the locking sockets and support bars as taught by Lee, in order to provide each of the 
support bars having two ends formed with a locking means that can be inserted into the locking 
slide slot of the respective locking system similar to a locking socket, thereby enhancing the 
structural strength of the lampshade. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

None of the prior art of record suggests the first portion fomied with two bent urging portions 
each urged on a periphery of the first ring. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wu (U.S.6,698,910) discloses a foldable structure of a two-layer 
lampshade. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bertrand Zeade whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2387. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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